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The Ottawa Congress Centre (OCC)

received $50 million in funding for its rede-

velopment project this month, a signal that the

funding agreements and federal land use

approvals for Colonel By Drive are finalized

between the Centre and the Government 

of Canada. 

Ottawa Centre MPP Yasir Naqvi (on behalf

of the Honourable Peter Fonseca, Minister of

Tourism) and Canada’s Environment Minister,

John Baird, joined OCC Chair, Jim Durrell,

in a signing of the Contribution Agreement

between both parties. 

“The redevelopment of infrastructure that will

bring organizations to Ottawa from all over

the world is exactly what the nation’s capital

needs,” said Minister Baird. “ This government

believes a $50 million investment in a new

convention facility is well worth the economic

and cultural return this region will enjoy.” 

OCC Board Chair Jim Durrell announced that

substantial proposals from two eminently 

qualified proponents were received on

August 28, and now undergoing scrutiny by

the Project Management Team. The OCC

expects to make its selection at the end of

September and choose between EllisDon

Corporation and Parkin Architects, or 

PCL Constructors Inc. and Brisbin Brook

Beynon Architects. 

“We were delighted to receive outstanding

proposals from both proponents, and we

extend our thanks for the brilliant effort they

have put forward,” Mr. Durrell said. “The

Board is very excited about the final selection

of the proponent and to see demolition begin

next month.”

Funding Flows from Government of Canada to Ottawa Congress
Centre – Redevelopment Proposals Submitted and Under Scrutiny

(L) Ottawa Centre MPP Yasir Naqvi (on behalf of the Honourable Peter Fonseca, Minister of Tourism) and (far right) Canada’s Environment Minister,
John Baird, joined OCC Chair, Jim Durrell, in a signing of the Contribution Agreement between both parties.
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The OCC Board and Management are
delighted with the calibre of expertise and
talent of both proponents bidding to 
demolish, design, build and finance the
new convention facility. EllisDon Corporation,
partnered with Parkin Architects, and PCL
Constructors, partnered with Brisbin Brook
Beynon, Architects, have tremendous track
records in redevelopment projects all over
the world.

HERE ARE A FEW FACTS ABOUT THESE 

OUTSTANDING COMPANIES:

EllisDon Corporation

Thriving in the construction industry for over

55 years by pursuing the most interesting

and challenging projects, large and small,

EllisDon guarantees results where others

would back away. This is a company who

loves a challenge, with employees who trust

each other implicitly, and believe in mutual

accountability. Ellis Don openly states – 

they rely on their people and give them the

freedom and authority to achieve on behalf

of the client. 

EllisDon built Toronto’s SkyDome, the world’s

first stadium with a fully retractable roof.

They built Athlete’s Village for the 1996

Olympic games in Atlanta. With major 

successes all around the world, EllisDon 

was recognized in 2006 as the second best

employer in Canada.

Parkin Architects Limited 

Parkin stands at the forefront of institutional 

architecture in Canada. Over their 60-year 

history, they have designed some of the

nation's most notable buildings. Parkin's

Best Proponents Bidding on OCC Redevelopment

award-winning work is distinguished by their

ability to deliver functional, high-quality, cost-

effective and innovative designs.

With more than 100 staff and an 

exceptional knowledge base, they work in

partnership with their clients to find solutions

that meet their day-to-day needs, as well 

as long-term goals. Their portfolio includes 

thousands of projects that showcase the

depth of their expertise, breadth of services

and absolute commitment to the industries

they serve.

PCL Constructors Inc.

The PCL family of companies is a group of

independent construction companies working

out of major offices in 29 locations across

Canada, United States and the Bahamas.

These companies form the largest general

contracting organization in Canada and the

eighth largest in the United States, with an

annual construction volume of more than 

$5 billion. The PCL family is made up of

more than 3,000 full-time professional and 

administrative salaried staff, and upwards of

5,000 hourly trades people. 

Their founder Ernie Poole started out in 

1906 as a builder of small projects, such 

as farmhouses and four-room schoolhouses. 

A good businessman with long-term vision,

Ernie knew that the key to securing client 

confidence was to not only deliver a project

on time and on budget, but to deliver it using

the time-honored principles of honesty, fair

play and providing good value for one’s 

construction dollar. Those principles have

made PCL what it is today, and are still 

very much a part of their culture.

Brisbin Brook Beynon, Architects

(Brisbin Brook Beynon architects (BBB) is an

architecture, design, planning and strategic

consulting firm, established in Ottawa in

1986, with both a national and international

clientele. The firm specializes in a wide

range of building and facilities for businesses,

institutions and public agencies. Their servic-

es engage the full building cycle from initial

planning through design, implementation,

and management. They believe that designs

should embody the client’s core values,

enhance their corporate culture, the efficiency

in which they operate and their public 

profile. They believe that good design is an

investment, and that the business of design is

the design of business. 
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Message from the President

With all public sector funding partners

now in place for a total investment of

$140 million and the procurement

process to Demolish, Design, Build and

Finance well underway, the Ottawa

Congress Centre redevelopment is a 

definite reality. The next step will be 

selecting the final consortium in late

September followed by the demolition 

of the existing building. Construction of

the new facility is expected to begin in

February 2009, lasting approximately 

22 months – with the new Centre 

opening April 2011.

With approximately 200,000 square feet

of rentable space, the new Centre will

offer flexible meeting space, outstanding

views of downtown Ottawa and will be

among the most environmentally and 

energy friendly convention centres in the

country. Our intention is for the new 

building to achieve LEED (Leadership in

Energy and Environmental Design) 

certification. As a result, the facility will

have substantially better performance in

energy efficiency, conservation and 

waste reduction, indoor air quality and

water efficiency.

The redevelopment will transform the

Ottawa Congress Centre into a state-of-

the-art convention centre on its existing site

in the heart of the Nation’s Capital. The

new building, which will greatly enhance

the urban landscape, will also improve

the quality of Ottawa’s downtown experi-

ence for its 

citizens and

tourists alike.

Further, it will

affirm Ottawa’s position as a strong 

world-class convention destination 

attracting more and larger conventions 

and the very significant economic benefits

they generate.

These are exciting times as we move 

forward with the redevelopment project.

Please be assured that although the 

building will be closed for construction 

we promise to stay in touch and keep you

up-to-date. We will be working closely

with all of our employees, clients, industry

partners, and other community stakeholders

in an effort to make the new Centre

"Canada's Meeting Place".

Should you have specific questions and

you’re not sure who to contact, please 

call us a 613-563-1984 or email us at 

reception@ottawacongresscentre.com to

have your inquiry directed to the 

appropriate person.

Sincerely,

Patrick Kelly

President

Kudos Corner 

Ottawa Building and Trades Council and
Ottawa’s Construction Workers

Happy Labour Day to the Ottawa Building
and Trades Council, and all their members 
of the building and trade unions, who will be
called upon to build the new OCC. Labour
Day is an important time to remember the
dedication and talent of these individuals
who continue, day by day, to build Ottawa’s
infrastructure. We salute you all and look 
forward to seeing you on the OCC 
construction site.

National Capital Commission

Our thanks go to the tremendous team at the
NCC who have worked with the OCC
Project Management Team to ensure the new
OCC is perfectly integrated with the goals
and mandate of the NCC. Their commitment
to the beauty and functionality of the nation’s
capital is unswerving, and this has served the
future of the new facility very well. 

The last remaining OCC staff members left in
mid-September so that demolition and 

constructtion can get underway. On behalf of
the Board and management, our thanks and
gratitude go out to every dedicated worker, 

particularly those who have been with the OCC
from the start. Kudos to you all!



The Ottawa Congress Centre has become

Canada’s first Founding Industry Member of

the international Convene Green Alliance

(CGA), a grass-roots industry initiative 

spearheaded by several high profile 

associations from around the world that

aspire to positive environmental practices. 

The Board and Management of the Ottawa

Congress Centre are committed to improving

the environmental impact of their events and

operations in the new facility scheduled to

open in the spring of 2011.  The new 

building will achieve substantially better 

performance in energy efficiency, 

conservation and waste reduction, indoor 

air quality and water efficiency than is 

currently available in the existing facility. 

RENEWAL REPORT

CONTACT US

The RENEWALREPORT is a publica-
tion of the Redevelopment Project
Management Team for the Ottawa
Congress Centre.

Updates on every aspect of redevelop-
ment including details on demolition,
construction, parking, traffic changes,
building design and key milestones will
be highlighted in this regular newsletter.
You can access the newsletter at
www.ottawacongresscentre.com or at
gbassociates.ca
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OCC Becomes Canada’s First Industry Partner in Green Alliance

“Our neighbours to the north at the Ottawa

Congress Centre are ahead of the curve in

terms of their leadership in environmental

issues,” said Jack Sammis, President & CEO

of CGA. “Ottawa will be setting the bar, 

and at the same time, a great example in

their commitment to a comprehensive 

environmental program in the new centre.”

The CGA strongly endorses the environmental

planning that has been integral to the 

redevelopment project. For example, the

OCC intends to implement a complete waste

management system, replete with advanced

collection and sorting plans.  Another feature

is an advanced green housekeeping and

maintenance regime that will ensure that the

building continues to operate in a healthy

and environmentally friendly way for all 

visitors, staff and exhibitors.  

“We are delighted to become the first

Canadian Founding Industry Member of the

CGA,” said Pat Kelly, President of the OCC.

“As a member, we are joining other leading

destination and multi-national hotel chains in

shaping the future of green meetings while

people gather to exchange ideas. The OCC

has always had an interest in environmental

leadership and we are proud to continue this

commitment in the new facility.”

The members of the CGA, based in

Arlington, Virginia, intend to leverage 

their combined influence to encourage 

the hospitality industry to minimize its 

environmental footprint throughout the world.

The Ottawa Congress Centre fully supports

the mandate of the CGA.

Mr. Max Keeping, news anchor for CJOH TV, was Master of Ceremonies for the last event at the
OCC in early September, a fundraiser for the United Way, aptly called Raising the Roof.


